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DEVELOPMENT

*Highlights of Washington County is a labor market information publication of the Indiana Department of Workforce Development.

This publication is provided annually for each of Indiana's 92 counties, 11 Economic Growth Regions and the
State of Indiana.

Each publication includes a variety of demographic information: population, labor force estimates, industry
employment, industry annual average wages, and firms and employment by size and by industry.

If you need further information about your area, you may call the regional analyst listed below. If you need
labor market information for other areas, you will find a map of the regional analysts at the back of this
publication and posted on our Internet website under Resources .

Additional labor market information is available on our Internet website.

Our website address is http://www.state.in.us/dwd/inews

Carol Williams

3310 Grant Line Road

P. O. Box 1287

New Albany, IN 47151-1287

(812) 948-6102 extension 107

Fax: (812) 981-0086

e-mail: cawilliams@dwd.in.gov

Serving: Bartholomew, Clark, Crawford, Dearborn, Decatur, Floyd, Franklin, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson,
Jennings, Ohio, Ripley, Scott, Switzerland and Washington Counties

Innovating Indiana: Strategic Research & Development Division



SUMMARY OF WASHINGTON COUNTY HIGHLIGHTS

Washington County's population estimate for 2004 was 27,882, up 2.4 percent from the 2000
Census total. During this same time period, Indiana's total 2004 estimated population of 6,237,569
was up by 2.6 percent.

According to the 2000 Census 13,268 people twenty-five years of age or over were high school
graduates and/or had post-high school education. That represented 75.2 percent of the twenty-five
and up county population. Of that population, 1,806 or 10.2 percent were four year college
graduates or greater. In 2004, of the 280 persons graduating high school that year, 174 or 62.1
percent intended to go on to higher education.

A total of 1,005 workers or 8.1 percent of the workforce commuted into the county in 2003. Orange
County was sending the most workers into Washington County.

Conversely, 5,836 or 33.9 percent of the labor force commuted to work outside of the county.
Kentucky County received the most workers from Washington County.

The estimated average unemployment rate for 2004 was 6.3 percent, above Indiana's annual
average of 5.2 percent. The county's unemployment rate was based on an estimated average
residential labor force of 14,010. Of that labor force 13,130 were employed and 880 were
unemployed.

For the year 2004 there were 6,344 jobs at industries within the county. The largest employing
industry in the county was manufacturing with 32.0 percent of the total industry employment and
government second at 23.1 percent. The industry showing the most growth in workers over a three
year period (since 2001) was education and health services increasing by 119 workers or 9.2
percent above 2001. Nine and nine-tenths percent of employers in the county employed 20 or
more workers and those represented 70.1 percent of all employment.

The all industry average 2004 earnings for the county was $26,026 per year versus Indiana’s
$34,693. The county average wage was an increase of 8.3 percent over the 2001 county industry
average wage. None of Washington County's 11 industry supersectors (including government) had
annual average earnings greater than the Indiana average for those industries. The county's
manufacturing industry had the highest average earnings at $31,186 per year, with information
second at $29,502, while the industry with the lowest annual earnings number was leisure and
hospitality services at $8,742. The same industries statewide paid an average $47,638, $43, and
$13,875 per year, respectively.

































