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Economic Growth Region 2 
Statistical Data Report for February 2015, Released April 2015 
 

Regional and State Unemployment (seasonally adjusted) 
Regional and state unemployment rates were little changed in February. Twenty-
six states had unemployment rate decreases from January, six states and the 
District of Columbia had increases, and 18 states had no change, the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics reported. Forty-six states had unemployment rate decreases 
from a year earlier, four states had increases, and the District of Columbia had no 
change. The national jobless rate edged down to 5.5 percent from January and 
was 1.2 percentage points lower than in February 2014. In February 2015, 
nonfarm payroll employment increased in 36 states and the District of Columbia, 
decreased in 13 states, and was unchanged in Wyoming.  
In February, the Midwest had the lowest regional unemployment rate, 5.1 percent, 
while the West had the highest rate, 6.1 percent. Over the month, three regions 
had statistically significant unemployment changes: the West (-0.2 percentage 
point) and Midwest and South (-0.1 point each).  
 

Area Labor      
Force Employed Unemployed

Feb 
2015 
Rate

Jan 
2015 
Rate

Feb 
2014 
Rate

U.S. 156,213,000 147,118,000 9,095,000 5.8% 6.1% 7.0%

IN 3,221,180 3,023,483 197,697 6.1% 6.7% 6.9%

EGR 2 303,987 286,685 17,302 5.7% 6.4% 6.7%

Elkhart-Goshen MSA 101,987 97,095 4,892 4.8% 5.5% 5.9%

South Bend-Mishawaka MSA 152,452 142,729 9,723 6.4% 7.1% 7.7%

Elkhart Co. 101,987 97,095 4,892 4.8% 5.5% 5.9%

Fulton Co. 9,962 9,319 643 6.5% 7.3% 7.8%

Kosciusko Co. 40,085 38,053 2,032 5.1% 5.7% 5.7%

Marshall Co. 23,601 22,303 1,298 5.5% 6.2% 6.8%

St Joseph Co. 128,352 119,915 8,437 6.6% 7.3% 7.6%

Elkhart 23,908 22,559 1,349 5.6% 6.5% 7.1%

Goshen 15,651 14,952 699 4.5% 5.2% 6.0%

Mishawaka 24,405 22,862 1,543 6.3% 7.0% 7.4%

Plymouth 4,431 4,135 296 6.7% 7.6% 9.0%

South Bend 45,538 42,325 3,213 7.1% 7.7% 8.3%

Warsaw 7,025 6,675 350 5.0% 5.9% 5.5%

February 2015 Labor Force Estimates (not seasonally adjusted)

Source: Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development, Research and Analysis, Local Area Unemployment Statistics 
Released 3-30-15 
Notes: The data displayed are presented as estimates only. The most recent month’s data are always preliminary and 
are revised when the next month’s data are released.  

   

 
 
Economic Growth  
Region 2  (EGR2) 
 
Elkhart, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall 
and St. Joseph Counties 
 

   

Unemployment Rates by 
State – February 2015 
(seasonally adjusted) 
 

 
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics 

   

Unemployment Rank by 
County, February 2015 
(high to low) 

#31 - St. Joseph (6.6%) 
#35 - Fulton (6.5%) 
#58 - Marshall (5.5%) 
#77 - Kosciusko (5.1%) 
#83 - Elkhart (4.8%) 

 

Source: Indiana Dept. of Workforce 
Development, Research and Analysis, Local 
Area Unemployment Statistics 

 

 

U.S. - 5.5%

Ohio - 5.1%

Illinois - 6.0%
Indiana - 5.9%
Kentucky - 5.2%
Michigan - 5.9%
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CPI Item Feb-14 Jan-15 Feb-14 Jan-15

All Items -0.5% 0.3% 0.0% 0.4%
Food & Beverages 2.5% -0.1% 2.8% 0.1%
Housing 1.4% -0.1% 2.2% 0.2%
Apparel -2.7% 0.3% -0.8% 1.6%
Transportation -10.0% 2.9% -9.7% 1.6%
Medical Care 2.3% -0.3% 2.3% 0.4%
Recreation 0.1% -0.4% -0.1% 0.3%
Education & Communication 0.6% 0.0% 0.4% 0.0%
Other Goods & Services 1.2% -0.1% 1.5% -0.2%

 Consumer Price Index (CPI-U Change), 
 Unadjusted Percent Change to February 2015 from:

Midwest Region* U.S. City

 
*Midwest region = Midwest Urban Average. Midwest Region includes Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin.  
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
 

Percentage of Unemployment Claims for Top Five Region 2 
Industries, February 2015
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Source: Indiana Department of Workforce Development, Research and Analysis 

 
There were no WARN notices in February in EGR 2. 

 
For information on WARN Act requirements, you may go to the U.S.  
Department of Labor Employment Training Administration Fact Sheet: 
http://www.doleta.gov/programs/factsht/warn.htm 

Unemployment Claims, 
Weekly Claims 
February 2014 
 
Economic Growth  
Region 2 (EGR2) 
 

Initial Claims 
February 7th, 2015 – 352  
February 14th, 2015 – 344  
February 21st, 2015 – 357  
February 28th, 2015 – 371  
  
Continued Claims 
February 7th, 2015 – 3,113 
February 14th, 2015 – 3,023 
February 21st, 2015 – 2,899 
February 28th, 2015 – 2,795 

Total Claims 
February 7th, 2015 – 3,465 
February 14th, 2015 – 3,367 
February 21st, 2015 – 3,256 
February 28th, 2015 – 3,166 
D): Indicates one or more counties are excluded 
due to non-disclosure issues. 

 
 
State of Indiana 
 

Initial Claims 
February 7th, 2015 – 4,294 
February 14th, 2015 – 3,944 
February 21st, 2015 – 4,742 
February 28th, 2015 – 4,655 

Continued Claims 
February 7th, 2015 – 36,940 
February 14th, 2015 – 36,053 
February 21st, 2015 – 36,856 
February 28th, 2015 – 36,477 

Total Claims 
February 7th, 2015 – 41,234 
February 14th, 2015 – 39,997 
February 21st, 2015 – 41,598 
February 28th, 2015 – 41,132 

 
Source: Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development, Research and Analysis 
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